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Jezevci lesni (Meles meles) hynou na silnicich také kwviili sbéru zizal
European badgers (Meles meles) are also killed on roads when feeding on earthworms

Vaclav Mikes® ¢ Vaclav Pizl®

Abstract: A European badger (Meles meles Linnaeus, 1758) male was found killed on a road near
the city of Cesky Krumlov (South Bohemian Region, Czechia) on May 12th, 2020. Investigation
of its stomach content revealed the animal had been feeding on earthworms prior to its death. The
earthworms were chewed up into pieces which were 7-49 mm long. Eleven specimens were iden-
tified as Lumbricus terrestris (Linnaeus, 1758) and one as Aporrectodea cf. caliginosa (Savigny,
1826). We surmise that the animal was hit by a car while picking up earthworms on the wet road
after previous heavy rain. This hypothesis is supported also by the fact that the number of ante-
rior and posterior earthworm body parts in the stomach was the same. It is well known that the
earthworm's anterior parts are more common within stomach content, because when badgers pull
the worms out of the soil, they will often tear them in two. We were unable to find any published
information on badgers killed by traffic when exploiting food resources on the roads. We find this
surprising because besides earthworms, badgers may take advantage of other road-kill. We propose
that further studies on European badger road mortality should include investigation of the stomach
content of dead animals. Moreover, any potential food resource located in the vicinity of a given
traffic victim should be noted as well.

Key words: Aporrectodea cf. caliginosa, diet, foraging, Lumbricidae, Lumbricus terrestris, road
casualty, road mortality, scavenging, South Bohemia, traffic victim.

Jezevec lesni (Meles meles Linnaeus, 1758) je evropskym endemitem (Proulx et al. 2016), je-
hoZ stanovisté zahrnuji nejriznéjsi typy lesa ¢i kiovin, biotopy okolo fek, zemédélskou krajinu,
okraje lidskych sidel a méstské parky (Prigioni 1999). Jezevci Ziji v hierarchicky usporfddanych
socidlnich skupinéach tvotfenych pfibuznymi i nepfibuznymi jedinci. Jedna societa zvirat, obyva-
jicich spolecné teritorium, obvykle ¢ita 4-5 jedinci. Jezevci si hrabou nory, které nékdy mohou
tvofrit rozsahly podzemni systém chodeb s mnoha vsuky a brlohy, obyvané generacemi zvirat. Je-
zev(i hrad je mistem, kde samice rodi 1-5 mlad’at a kde v priibéhu chladného obdobi roku jezevci

upadaji do nepravého zimniho spanku (Matyastik et al. 2000). Jezevci jsou vSeZravci, Zivici se
jak potravou ZivociSnou — napt. ZiZaly, hmyz, drobni savci, tak rostlinnou — napt. bobule, ovoce,

nost ZiZal (Goszczynski et al. 2000).

V roce 2020 jsme se dilem néhody dostali k moZnosti vySetfit obsah Zaludku samce jezevce
lesniho, nalezeného dne 12. 5. 2020 uhynulého u silnice na katastralnim tizemi Cesky Krumlov —
Vysny (zemépisné soutadnice: 48°49'30.2"'N, 14°18'30.0"E; 565 m n. m.; pole sitového mapovani:
7151d). Zvite vézilo 8,5kg a mélo tyto télesné miry: délka téla = 730 mm; délka ocasu = 130 mm;
délka zadni tlapy = 110 mm; délka uSniho boltce = 40 mm. Po provedeni pitvy jezevce byl obsah
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